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1. Description of changes since the last course and decisions already made since last
course date (if any was made):
We changed the timing of the lectures and practical, by predominantly having all

classes in the afternoon, rather than starting in the morning and finishing in the
afternoon.

There was some modifications in the lectures, mainly due to the availability of
personnel. The overall theme however remained largely the same.

Previous student feedback requested that we try to increase the time between
assessment deadlines and the exam, so we did this in the last course.

2. The strengths of the course's according to the students (summary based on quantitative

results, text responses from the survey and any other evaluation during the course):

The students seemed satisfied with the course, finding the content relevant to the
learning outcomes. The teaching methods provided favorable conditions for

achieving these outcomes, and the examinations and assessments were effective in

meeting their objectives.

Notably, the students particularly enjoyed the Wikipedia article exercise and the
practical sessions, from which they gained valuable skills.



3. The weaknesses of the course according to the students (summary based on
quantitative results, text responses from the survey and any other evaluation during the
course):

Overall, the feedback was very positive. However, one area for improvement was
mentioned: a student suggested that more of an introduction to each lecture with
examples may enhance the interest and improve the knowledge of the fossil
groups.

4. The teachers' analysis of the course's implementation and results:

We believe the course was a success. The students seemed to enjoy it, acquiring
new skills and expanding their knowledge. There were very few, if any, issues
during the course's implementation.

5. Conclusions and suggestions for possible changes in order to develop the course and any
decisions already made to develop the course before future course dates:

Each year, we aim to incorporate several lectures from early-career researchers,
who typically do not hold permanent positions, as 'case studies' to illustrate
real-world examples of current paleontological research. These case studies serve
as a small, supplementary component of the course, which we believe
complements the core material without detracting from it. In our experience,
students seem to enjoy these segments. As the researchers presenting may
change each year, we will slightly adjust the course for the upcoming year to
refresh this case study component. The exam questions will also be updated to
reflect these changes.

Our change to the afternoon timeslot seems to have been well-received. This is
something that we will continue with into the future. We can also address the
request from one of the students about lecture formating to include more of an
introduction to each topic.
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