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The functional model of language in the classroom
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The teaching and learning cycle
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Setting the context

Guided Research
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Modelling & Deconstruction

Genre: the purpose and structure of the text

Martin (1984).

writtenspoken

Mode
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Exploring Text Purpose
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Exploring text structure

Exploring Text Structure: Information Report
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Exploring text structure: Exposition
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Field: The content/information of the text – What?

TechnicalEveryday

Field Exposition Descriptive Report
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Developing technical language

Nominalisation
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Expanding noun groups



Beverley White 65



66 Symposium 2009

Tenor: The language expressing the relationship – Who?

Formal
unfamiliar
informed

Informal
familiar
novice

Tenor Exposition Descriptive Report
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Subjective and objective language

Subjective to objective structures: making writing less personal

Modality



68 Symposium 2009



Beverley White 69

Mode: How the text is communicated, e.g. written,  
spoken, visual – How?

Written
‘distant’, 
not shared 

Spoken 
‘here and now’, 
shared context

Mode Exposition Descriptive Report
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Foregrounding
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Cohesion

Joint construction
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Independent construction

Conclusion
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Appendix 1 
The white shark

Appearance:

Habitat: 

Biology:
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Behaviour: 

Danger to humans:
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Appendix 2 
Should we cull white sharks to save human life?
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