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Teaching functional grammar
in primary school

Introduction
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Teaching-Learning Cycle

· prior knowledge
· discussion
· grouping
· experiental
  activities

· Jointly construct a 
text using a proforma 
and model

Independent
construction of text

· read a model text
· deconstruct the text
· activities

Joint  
construction

Modelling and 
deconstruction

Setting the 
context

Independent  
construction
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Using the teaching-learning cycle

The teaching-learning cycle in practice
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Setting the context

Modelling and deconstructing the text
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Some examples of functional grammar lessons

Genre

Information Report
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Field

Nominalisation
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Noun Groups
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Shark Glossary

predator violent, savage

ferocious an animal which is hunted 
and killed for food

serrated the nose and mouth of an 
animal

prey shaped like a half moon

shore having notches along the 
edge

temperate land along the edge of the 
sea

crescent-shaped not extremely hot or 
extremely cold

snout a meat eater

streamlined an animal which hunts 
and kills other animals for 
food

carnivore
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ESL support – subject/verb agreement

Tenor

Mode
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Lexical cohesion

Shark reference words

Joint construction
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Independent construction
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Conclusion
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