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Introducing functional grammar  
in genre pedagogy
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Functional grammar basics

How to begin
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Transitivity – introducing students to participants, 
 processes and circumstances

Identifying processes
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Activity 1

Activity 2
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Activity 3

We moved into a house in the dunes.

Everyone lived in the dunes.

From King’s Park, on top of the highest dune, you could look down and 
see the whole city.

Something strange happened in the south in the late afternoon.

It became a gloomy storybook place.
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Process (Green)

Participant (Red)

Participant (Red)

Circumstances (Blue)

We moved into a house in the dunes.

Everyone lived in the dunes.

From King’s Park, on top of the highest dune, you could look down 

and see the whole city.

Something strange happened in the south in the late afternoon.

It became a gloomy storybook place.

Activity 4
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Activity 5

a shark    I    we   my sister

saw   was playing   were playing

was splashing   were splashing

   was swimming   were swimming

happily   yesterday   with our boats

in the water      to the beach

yesterday my sister was splashing happily in the water

we were playing with our boats

we were playing on the beach

I saw a shark in the water

A shark was swimming in the water

Activity 6
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cut through the water like the bow of a speedboat.
The boys huddled together
and watched in horror

and began to circle the sandbar.
The sand shifted under their feet,
and the water swirled up to their knees.
Just then one of the sharks surfaced
and glided toward them.
Before either boy could think,
Juan swung the oar like a baseball bat
and slammed it against the creature’s nose.
Startled, the shark turned on its side,
veered away from them,
and sank beneath the water.

A few feet from the sandbar,   

cut through the water like the bow of a speedboat. 

The boys huddled together

and watched in horror

as  appeared

and began to circle the sandbar. 

The sand shifted under their feet,

and the water swirled up to their knees.

Just then one of the sharks surfaced 

and glided toward them. 

Before either boy could think, 

Juan swung the oar like a baseball bat 

and slammed it against the creature’s nose. 
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Startled the shark turned on its side,

veered away from them, 

and sank beneath the water.

Where to next?

Clauses and sentences

Noun groups

Nominalisation

The Year 1’s were very excited when Coco the Clown came to perform 
at school.
There was a lot of excitement in the Year 2 class about Coco the 
Clown’s performance.
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Conclusion
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