
Forum for the  
Arctic and Antarctic
November 10–11, 2025, hosted by Stockholm University  

The Forum for the Arctic and Antarctic aims to shape the Arctic and Antarctic research agenda in Sweden and 
beyond. The Forum builds dialogue among academia, state agencies, and stakeholders. The overarching theme of 
this year’s programme is ’Raising the ambition of Swedish Polar research’. Arctic and Antarctic research leaders 
will discuss future needs and directions in Sweden and globally to build excellence and tackle global challenges 
in the Polar regions.

The Forum for the Arctic and Antarctic takes place from lunch to lunch on 10 and 11 November 2025, at 
Stockholm University – a leading research institution in Sweden, in partnership with Luleå University of 
Technology, Umeå University, and the Swedish Polar Research Secretariat.

A warm welcome to the Forum for the Arctic and Antarctic 2025

Monday 10 November 10.00 – 18.00

10.00 – 11.00 		C offee and networking
Arrival time and registration.

11.00 – 11.15		I ntroduction to the Forum
Maria Nilsson, State Secretary, Department of Education 
Swedish Polar Research: perspectives from the ministry of education.

11.15 – 12.00		T he building of a Swedish Centre for Arctic and Antarctic research
Presentations and discussion, moderated by Dag Avango and Keith Larson.

12.00 – 12.45		 A new generation of polar researchers in Sweden – networking event with early  
		 career polar researchers – Part 1

An introduction to the Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) and the 
Bolin Centre Early Career Network (Bolin Centre ECR)

Some words from the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) and the Swedish 
Polar Research Secretariat on supporting early career scientists

Workshop - early career scientists in polar research

12.45 – 13.45		L unch

13.45 – 14.30		 A new generation of polar researchers in Sweden – networking event with early  
		 career polar researchers – Part 2

Meet and greet - mingle with early career scientists

14.30 – 15.30		S wedish Polar Research – Platforms, partnerships and progress
Presentations of ongoing projects and future plans from the Swedish Polar Research 
Secretariat.

15.30 – 16.00		C offee

16.00 – 18.00		 Funding Arctic and Antarctic Research

Presentations by representatives from Swedish funding agencies for Polar Research

Kylie Owens, Programme Officer, European Polar Board

Joakim Amorin, Reseach Programmes Manager, Swedish foundation for strategic resear-
ch 

Stefan Bertilsson, Secretary General, Swedish Research Council 

Elisabeth Göransson, Senior Research Officer, Formas

19.00 – 22.00		D inner
Fakultetsklubben

Tuesday 11 November 09.00 – 16.00

09.00 – 11.00		S wedish Polar Research – from where is it coming?
Key note talks. 
Moderator: Katarina Gårdfeldt, Director General, Swedish Polar Research Secretariat

Michael Tjernström, Professor Emeritus of Boundary layer meteorology,  
Stockholm University 
Adventure, exploration, politics and science: on the utility of Arctic expeditions for 
climate science

Peder Roberts, Professor in History of Ideas, Univeristy of Oslo 
Changing trends in Arctic and Antarctic humanities and social sciences

Christina Storm Mienna, Director, Várdduo – Centre for Sámi research at Umeå University 
Beyond the Ice: Sámi and Indigenous knowledge transforming views of the Arctic

Keith Larson, Director, Arctic Centre at Umeå University 
Eyes on the polar regions - Arctic and Antarctic research trends (2016-2024)

11.00 – 12.00		P olar Research highlights – where are we going? – Part 1
Presentations of ongoing research at the Forum host Stockholm University in the Arc-
tic and Antarctic. 
Moderator: Dag Avango, Professor, Luleå University of Technology

Gunilla Svensson, Professor of Meteorology  
How can observational data together with creative modeling increase our understanding 
of the coupled system?

Arjen Stroeven, Professor of Physical Geography 
IQ2300: Antarctic sea-level contribution by 2300

Helen Coxall, Professor of Marine Micropaleontology 
THAWING: Tracing how Atlantic Water impacts North Greenland

12.00 – 13.00		L unch

13.00 – 14.00		P olar Research highlights – where are we going? – Part 2
Paul Zieger, Professor in Experimental Atmospheric Sciences  
Aerosol-cloud interactions in the polar regions: Recent findings and future plans

Örjan Gustafsson, Professor 
The Circum-Arctic Sediment Carbon Database (CASCADE):  Opportunities for 
Swedish-driven Polar Research

Nina Kirchner, Professor of Glaciology and Director of Tarfala Research Station 
Tarfala Research Station: Stockholm University’s centre for glaciological and alpine  
research, and platform for international collaboration

14.00 – 14.30		C offee

14.30 – 16.00		 Future ambitions and tasks for Swedish Arctic and Antarctic research with  
		T he Arctic Council chairmanship 2028–2029 and the fifth International  
		P olar Year 2032/2033	  

Key note presentations and a panel on future directions for Swedish polar research

Moderator: Dieter Müller, Professor, Umeå University

Axel Werhoff, Ministriy of Foreign Affairs 
Science diplomacy in a geostrategically challenging world

Koen Verbist, Programme Specialist, UNESCO  
Decade of Action for Cryospheric Sciences (2025-2034)

Johanna Franke, International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) 
Planning and ramping up for the International Polar Year 2032/33

Sverker Sörlin, Professor of Environmental history, KTH-Royal Institute of Technology  
What does a Polar Year aspire to – and what does it become in reality?

at Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet


