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Abstract 

Working at university today, we all have heard about sustainability and education for 
sustainable development (ESD). Research have indicated that school teachers and university 
teachers with different discipline backgrounds have different ideas about ESD and also 
found ESD difficult to implement in teaching practices. ESD is multi-disciplinary and 
controversial sociocentric issues (SSI) (ex. using nuclear power as an energy resource) are 
found as good contexts for teachers to engage ESD and for students to develop responsible 
citizenship competences for sustainability. In the workshop, we will discuss what ESD and 
SSI are and participants will experience a didactic model based on SSI and inquiry-based 
learning. 

• The design of the 90-minutes workshop include: 
• Getting to know ESD and SSI (15 minutes) 
• Experiencing a didactic model (inquiry- and context-based three-step model) (60 

minutes) 
• Reflecting on ESD, SSI and the didactic model, and looking for opportunities of 

ESD (15 minutes) 
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